
My name is Yuri, I am 21 years old and I live in a small town in Italy, about 40 minutes from Milan. At the 
moment I am studying Political Science in a University next to my town. My father is Brazilian and my 
mother is German, I have two older siblings: one brother and one sister. 

I participated for two years to the European program called “STF Europe” – a program for young 
unificationists that want to experience Fundraising and Witnessing. 

To be honest when I finished High School around two years ago going to STF was not an option for me. I 
had not so many feelings for the church and its activities, I always lived according to my own criteria, and 
that is why was so difficult to bond with my parents and understand them. All I wanted to do after High 
School was to find a job and to do something on my own. 

Well, my plan started to change: my father displayed in front of me just two options: 

1. Going to STF 
2. Going to University 

I was not bad in school, but I just didn’t want to study anymore. I thought that there was so much 
misunderstanding between me and my father that I didn’t want to create more issues inside our 
relationship, so I decided to accept his options and participate in one year program of STF. 

In the beginning I was very upset for this constriction, but in summer I was participating in some 
workshops as a preparation for STF and I understood that the year I was going to have was a great chance 
for me to revolutionize my lifestyle, to change face everything about me that I didn’t like and to be able to 
change it. 

The STF program starts in the middle of September. In the beginning you have to face around three 
months of Fundraising. Actually I didn’t know anything about it, just some stories my mother and my 
father told me when they were doing mission. 

The beginning was very though, I barely had some results, but nevertheless I didn’t want to give up. In my 
life before STF I just wanted to make people around me happy, to give them something to laugh about, to 
support them and, maybe, inspire them. That is why I kept on going during that period: all I wanted to do 
was to come back to my Fundraising team and be able to give them some strength, to inspire them by not 
giving up. 

During my first three months of STF I realized that in my life back at home I was not doing anything for my 
family around me. That is why I wanted just to be strong, to be strong for other people in my team and 
help them getting through their difficulties. 

Later in January the program moved to Witnessing. 

I was excited about it, but also very scared: in my life I was not so much into Divine Principle, even thou I 
would agree with its logic. 

From my first Fundraising experience I understood that doing something for the greater good was 
possible during our lifetime, that having good experiences with other people was possible, so I was very 
motivated to do witnessing. 

I started up witnessing in Romania. 



The situation there was very intense: we had a very busy schedule – we started our day by waking up at 
5.00 am for HDH and throughout the day we were having a very small amount of personal time. We were 
living in the “Peace Embassy” together with the National Leader – a Korean man. 

My first witnessing experience was very particular: somehow we had such busy days that I wouldn’t mind 
to do something by myself, I would just follow what my leaders were telling me to do and just trying to 
enjoy the rest of my time there. 

Things changed a lot when I was moved in another team witnessing in the UK, and more specifically in 
Manchester. When in was moved there the situation in founded myself in was completely different: we had 
no national members witnessing with us, we were living by ourselves and making our own schedule and 
therefore we would have a lot of free time. 

What I enjoyed the most was studying for giving lectures: I liked putting myself in different situation and 
to elaborate a way of speaking that would embrace different philosophical and spiritual way of life. 

During this time I tried to give my best in order to discover what kind of truth was the Principle giving to 
us, and why that truth was higher than the others. 

In the middle of the Witnessing campaign we had to leave our centre and participate in the Easter 
Fundraising activity. 

Coming back to Fundraising for one month was unexpectedly a pleasant situation. It was like if the 
experience of Witnessing opened new senses never used before, and talking and sharing with the people 
you meet was very different. 

There was something thou that stopped me in that month. Right in the middle of that activity I understood 
something about myself that I never thought about before. 

Throughout my lifetime in school, in my family or in loneliness I had never included God in my life, I had 
never thought about God. During my whole existence I always lived my life according to my own strength 
or according to my own opinion, I always tried to life my life on my own. 

At this point I decided that during that month I was going to include God in my life and let him know that 
do want to bond with him. 

It was not easy, I had such a strong habit to do things on my own that my challenge was harder than I 
expected. But there was one day that for the first time in my life I decided to talk to God and tell him that I 
had no idea what was like to include him, I had no idea what was like to link him to me, I had no idea what 
was my existence about. 

During that hour I met a person that completely astonished me with her love, with her attitude and with 
her purity of life. When this person was talking to me I felt to second purpose, no judgement… just love. 

Was that love I felt that demonstrated me that feeling God is possible, linking with Him is possible and yes, 
He does exist. When you really worked hard with no more options in front of you, you will be able to 
answer your questions. 

Conscious of these realizations I went back in Manchester with my team. Witnessing in a western country 
in Europe is not easy: people completely mistrust religion and deny the existence of God because of the 
contradiction they see in the world and in the people. So during this time tried to explain to myself how 
the world displayed itself, how the world displayed itself, what is connected to us and how we can change 
it. 



Our Manchester team was not so successful, but every time we were able to talk with people, every time 
we were able to listen to them, we understood something important about our life, and especially we 
understood that there was always something that would attract people to a peaceful way of thinking. 

We would explain to the people we met the importance for fighting for an ideal love, for ideal friendship 
and an ideal world. Even thou this topics were really difficult to relate all the people we met would find 
something in those Ideals that they would like and treasure. 

After the witnessing campaign I participated in the “second year training” – an activity prepared in the last 
month of the program and dedicated to those participants that were thinking to dedicate another year to 
the program and become team-leader for the next year. 

The reason why I decided to do a second year was because even thou I knew I had important experiences, 
even thou I was able to change my perspective on the situation, I understood that something was missing 
in my experience. In understood that my chances to keep my new self after STF finished were very little. 

For these reasons I decided to participate in another year of STF and to experience the hardships and 
difficulty of being a team leader and the understanding of taking care of others. 

My path as a team leader was complicated. When I finished my experience on STF and I meditated on it I 
could understand that path. 

I realized that in my everyday life I would consider my ideas and my point of view superior than others, 
many times these ideas revealed themselves to be false, because when I would apply them I wouldn’t do it 
with my heart, but with my mind. So poor of the spirit that a team needs these ideas would reveal to be 
ineffective in inspiring my team, in showing them some new perspective. 

Looking at the other Second Year taught me to show my true self, and even if this true self would reveal 
himself to be wrong, my duty was to acknowledge that and to improve it. 

That is why during my second year I learned so many things about myself that before I would ignore or 
consider them to be good. 

I learned about my arrogance in seeing others’ point of view, I learned how to improve that perspective 
and how to communicate with my team members and improve things together. 

What I learned during that time was very helpful for me during witnessing: when I would talk to people I 
wouldn’t care anymore for them to join and therefore show others my success, but instead I would care 
about sharing important things with them and especially connect my understanding of the Principle with 
their situation. 

When I started having this attitude things really started to improve in Witnessing, in Albania. Our team 
was having more and more guests, and our way of lecturing was improving and we could even stand for 
our ideals in front of others so much, that we were able to convince them of an existence of spirituality and 
of destiny. 

There are two very important experiences that moved me, and my spiritual daughters gave them. 

One of them was receiving the lecture about the second coming of the Messiah, and when we explained to 
her that the second Messiah was Father and we talked to her about the hardships he went through she just 
started crying, and explain to us how much that behaving was moving her heart. 



That was a turning point in my life of faith: I understood that what we believe in is not just something 
related to us, something that other people hardly understand, but instead it is something so powerful, so 
hopeful that can move people so much to enable them to change their lifestyle, their attitude and their life 
of faith. 

My second spiritual daughter would dream the lectures we would teach her that day, and when she 
listened the lecture about Father, she just felt like shaking, and watching the picture of True Parents she 
started feeling absolute trust towards them. 

So my understanding were confirmed once again. 

Thanks to those experiences I started developing respect and love myself for True Parents, not because 
Divine Principle would teach me who they are, but because I witnessed with my own eyes that their 
culture is able to change people in something better, to give them hope and to allow them to become the 
best they can be, to become whatever they desire to be. It showed me that is not easy, but yes, it is 
possible. 

After I finished my second year of STF I felt ready to go back home, to face my old hardships and to 
improve substantially my lifestyle back at home. When I was feeling all of this security, all of this 
confidence I understood what was missing in my first year, what was the experience that I needed to feel 
in order to preserve my new self. 

That experience was the development of a sincere and willing relationship with True Parents. Only that 
relationship is able to give me council, to give me hope and to guide me in my life. 

I think most of the people need a program like STF, even if they have a strong faith, even if they are 
witnessing at home or even if they are very active in their community. 

Leaving your home is sometimes fundamental in order to change, to swap or to develop your perspective 
and your heart. When you start facing hardships by yourselves, far away from the place you know and that 
knows you the best, you have the amazing opportunity to discover yourself. 


